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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

THE  MAYOR,  Ex-Officio. 

Chairman:  ALDERMAN  HOWSON. 
Vice-Chairman:  ALDERMAN  HARGREAVES. 
ALDERMAN  LANCASTER. 

,,  ROBERTS. 

COUNCILLOR  BARNES. 

,,  BELL. 

,,  BROWNBILL. 

FINCH. 

,,  RILEY  (A.). 

„ RILEY  (E.). 

,,  SPROUL. 

,,  WADE. 

,,  WALKER. 

,,  WILKINSON. 

,,  WILSON. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 

THE  MAYOR,  Ex-Officio. 

Chairman:  COUNCILLOR  Mrs.  ROTHWELL. 
Vice-Chairman:  COUNCILLOR  MARRIOTT. 
ALDERMAN  Dr.  CAMPBELL. 
COUNCILLOR  BAMBER. 

,,  BROWNBILL. 

COCKER. 

,,  FLANAGAN. 

„ Mrs.  HAINES. 

HAWORTH. 

RILEY  (E.). 

,,  SPROUL. 

WALKER. 

,,  WILKINSON. 

* Co-opt.ert  Members : 

Mrs.  A.  BARNES,  Miss  A.  HIGHAM,  Mrs.  A.  JACKSON, 
Dr.  TDA  MACALPTNE. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

ANTHONY  EUSTACE,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.Cli.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 
(Resigned  February,  1948). 

REGINALD  C.  WEBSTER,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. , D.C.H. 
(Appointed  August,  1948). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
(Full-time  Officer): 

JOHN  A.  HINDLE,  Cert.R.San.I.,  M.Inst.P.C. 

Senior  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (Full-time  Officer) : 
FRANK  KENNIFORD,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Full-time  Officers) : 
HARRY  HOULDSWORTH,  M.R.San.I. 

One  vacancy. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  (combined  posts) : 
(Full-time  Officers) 

Miss  C.  GREENFIALGH,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Senior  H.V.). 
Mrs.  D.  CHAPMAN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  V.  DOUGLAS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Matron,  Municipal  Maternity  Home: 

Miss  0.  HEGINBOTHAM,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Matron,  Eagle  Street  and  Moss  Hall  Road  Day  Nurseries: 
Miss  M.  E.  CAYGILL,  S.R.N. 

CLERICAL  STAFF: 

Medical  Officer’s  Department: 

Miss  E.  BILSBORROW,  Mrs.  B.  DREWETT, 

Mrs.  B.  G.  HODGSON. 

Health  and  Cleansing  Department : 

JOHN  WALMSLEY.  Miss  D.  BURNS. 

Caretakers,  Isolation  Hospital:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  MULHALL. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Accrington. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Accrington. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1948. 


The  year  was  one  in  which  profound  changes  in  the  Health 
Services  of  the  country  were  brought  about  by  the  coming  into 
force,  on  5th  July,  1948,  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 
There  were  also  great  changes  in  those  Welfare  Services,  which 
in  so  many  ways  are  linked  with  Health  Services,  as  a result 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act  of  1948. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  secures,  on  a 
contributory  basis , the  provision  of  a general  practitioner  service 
for  everyone  who  wishes  to  use  it;  it  places  the  control  of  hospital 
services  in  the  hands  of  new  ad  hoe  bodies,  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards;  it  transfers  the  responsibility  for  much  of  the  Public 
Health  Services  into  the  hands  of  County  Councils  and  County 
Borough  Councils.  While  matters  of  environmental  conditions, 
such  as  sanitary  circumstances,  and  the  Housing  Acts,  remain 
the  concern  of  County  Districts,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  have  joined  the  School  Medical  Service  as  matters  to 
be  administered  by  the  larger  Authorities. 

In  Lancashire,  the  County  Council  has  set  up  Divisional 
Executives  for  the  day-to-day  operation  of  these  services.  These 
Executives  are.  on  the  one  hand,  linked  to  the  County  Health 
Committee,  of  which  they  are  Sub-Committees,  and,  on  the 
other,  to  the  County  District,  since  the  Councils  of  these  districts 
nominate  a substantial  proportion  of  the  members.  The  Executive 
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Officer  of  tlie  Divisional  Heallli  Executive  is  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer,  and,  if  the  Local  Authority  so  wishes,  he  may 
be  appointed  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  thus  securing  a 
link  at  the  official  level.  T thank  the  Corporation  for  having  done 
me  the  honour  of  appointing  me  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
Borough  of  Accrington. 

A study  of  the  figures  in  the  body  of  the  Report  will  show 
that  the  health  of  the  Borough  in  the  year  under  review  has  been 
generally  satisfactory,  although  it  must  be  remarked  that  both 
measles  and  whooping  cough  were  much  more  prevalent  than 
in  the  previous  year.  We  have  as  yet  no  satisfactory  methods 
of  preventing  these  two  diseases,  although  much  work  is  being 
done  on  these  problems.  Both  are  important  diseases  since  they 
may  be  the  origin  of  serious  sequelae,  being  responsible  for  many 
diseases  of  the  lungs  and  ears,  and  may  thus  give  rise  to  life-long 
handicaps  in  an  appreciable  number  of  cases. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  three  most  common  groups  of  causes 
of  death,  accounting  for  more  than  two  thirds  of  all  deaths,  are 
heart  diseases,  cancerous  diseases,  and  Intra-cranial  diseases. 
Since  the  latter  pair  are  almost  entirely,  and  the  first  in  large 
measure,  diseases  of  increasing  age,  and  since  death  is  for  all  of 
us  inevitable,  it  is  relatively  more  satisfactory  that  deaths  should 
be  due  to  the  diseases  of  the  later  years  of  life  than  to  those  of 
childhood. 

In  conclusion,  I again  thank  the  members  of  the  Committee 
for  having  appointed  me  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough 
and  for  their  keen  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of 
the  Borough,  and  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  all 
members  of  the  staff,  and  my  hope  that  under  changed  conditions 
we  shall  all  continue  to  work  together  for  the  public  health  of 
Accrington. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


REC.TNALD  C.  WEBSTER. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  Hospitals — the  arrangements  existing  prior  to  5th  July,  1948, 
were  given  in  detail  in  last  year’s  report.  The  provision  of 
hospitals  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Manchester  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  I would  wish  to  emphasise  that  these  services 
are  in  no  way  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Borough,  either  in  his  capacity  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or 
as  Divisional  Medical  Officer.  There  is  a remarkable  degree  of 
misapprehension  on  this  point,  even  in  some  quite  unexpected 
quarters.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  there  is  a very  friendly 
relation  between  the  Officers  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
the  Local  Authority  Medical  Officers.  The  Officers  of  the  Board 
make  full  use  of  the  reports  which  the  Public  Health  Service 
can  give  as  to  circumstances,  medical  and  social,  of  patients 
requiring  maternity  beds,  and  give  all  proper  consideration  to  any 
special  facts  brought  to  their  notice  in  connection  with  other 
applications  for  hospital  beds. 

-.  Tuberculosis  Scheme — this  is  now  in  large  measure  the  concern 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  which  has  to  provide  for  treat- 
ment. but  the  home  visiting  of  tuberculosis  cases  is  still  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Councils. 

3.  Venereal  Diseases — treatment  centres  at  Blackburn  and  at 
Burnley  are  used. 

4.  Ambulance  Service — this  is  now  provided  by  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

5.  Laboratory  Services — -pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the 
laboratory  at  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary,  or  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Manchester. 

The  Public  Analyst  for  the  Borough  is  Mr.  S.  E.  Melling, 
K.R.I.C. 

(>.  Home  nursing  -this  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Lancashire 
County  ( 'ouucil. 

7.  Day  Nurseries — the  two  existing  .nurseries  have  been  taken 
over  by  the  County  Council.  The  provision  of  further  nurseries 
is  under  active  consideration. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Water  Supply. — It  has  been  said  more  than  once  in  pre- 
vious Reports  that  the  present  supply  has  reached  the  limits  of 
its  capacities,  and  if  the  Borough  is  to  grow  the  problem  of 
increasing  the  water  supplies  will  call  for  serious  attention. 

Housing. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

# 

A.  No.  of  new  houses  built  in  1948 — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise,  11. 

2.  By  the  Corporation,  212. 

B.  No.  on  waiting  list  for  houses  on  31/12/48,  2.481. 

C.  1.  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  brought  to  notice 

during  year,  8. 

2.  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 
year,  1. 

D.  No.  of  applicants  known  to  be  living  in  lodgings  on 

31/12/48,  925. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

Up  to  4th  July,  1948,  the  Borough  was  an  autonomous 
authority  for  these  services-,  but  the  clinics  have  now  been  taken 
over  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the  Maternity  Home 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

On  taking  up  duties  in  Accrington,  and  having  carried  out 
a number  of  clinics  personally,  and  studied  for  some  months  the 
attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  I arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  use  made  of  this  clinic  was  much  less  than  it  ought  to 
be,  and  also  that  the  routine  ante-natal  clinics  required  to  be 
reinforced  by  a periodic  session  held  by  a Consultant  Obstetrician. 

(May  I observe  that  since  the  year  under  review,  both  of  these 
points  have  been  dealt  with). 
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Birth  Rate,  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  Maternal  Mortality 
Rate,  are  given  in  the  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics.  The  Birth  Rate 
fell  from  18.1  to  17.1.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  at  33,  has 
fallen  to  a figure  which  would  have  seemed  impossibly  ideal  even 
50  years  ago. 


IMMUNISATION. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  a high  rate  of  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  in  our  pre-school  and  school  population. 
Immunisation  is  voluntary  and  it  dupends  on  the  parents  or 
guardians  of  the  children  whether  it  is  to  be  carried  out  or  not. 

The  following  number  of  children  were  immunised  during  the 
year  (up  to  July  4th  only). 

(a)  Pre-School  Age  262 

(b)  School  Age  61 

Total  353 

Parents  can  have  their  children  immunised  at  school,  at 
the  various  clinics  and  Day  Nurseries  and  also  by  their  own 
doctors. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Forty-two  (42)  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year;  of  these  23  were  respiratory  diseases  and  16  non- 
respiratory. 

The  incidence  of  males  to  females  infected  was  as  follows  : — 
Respiratory  8 males,  15  females; 

Non- Respiratory  10  males,  6 females. 

Fourteen  (14)  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  in  1648 
and  these  were  made  up  as  follows: 

Respiratory  6 females,  7 males. 

Non-Respiratory  1 female,  0 males. 
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The  age  groups  into  which  these  deaths  fall  can  be  seen  on 
the  statistical  sheet  on  Tuberculosis. 

Total  number  of  cases  on  the  active  register  at  Mist 
December,  1948 : — 

Respiratory  males  (39,  females  (52  = 131 

Non-Respiratory  ,,  43,  ,,  50  = 93 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  29(3  cases  during 
the  year  1948.  There  were  47  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  142  cases 
of  Measles  and  88  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  these  diseases 
were  responsible  for  the  large  number  of  notifications. 

• Figures  as  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  are  given 
in  a subsequent  table;  it  will  be  seen  that,  with  the  exceptions  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough,  incidence  has  been  generally  low. 
I have  already  remarked  on  these  two  diseases  in  the  preamble 
to  this  rejiort.  The  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  was  almost 
identical  with  last  year  but,  as  is  usual  nowadays,  the  cases  were 
mild. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

There  were  548  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  in  1948. 
Of  these  276  were  males  and  272  females.  The  Death  Kate  for 
tlie  year  was  13.6,  as  compared  with  that  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  which  was  10.8. 

Heart  Diseases  headed  the  list  as  the  cause  of  death,  being 
responsible  for  197  of  (be  registered  deaths.  Cancer  fi lied  second 
place  with  108  deaths,  and  lntra-cranial  diseases  came  third  with 
70  deaths. 
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It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  many  of  the  Heart 
Diseases  had  their  origin  in  Rheumatic  Fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever.  It  is  well  known  that  these  diseases  greatly  affect 
the  musculature  and  valves  of  the  heart. 

It  will  be  seen  then  that 

35.95%  of  deaths  were  due  to  Heart  Diseases. 

19.71%  ,,  ,,  ,,  Cancerous  Diseases. 

12.77%  ,,  ,,  ,,  Intra-cranial  Lesions. 

2.55%  ,,  ,,  ,,  Tuberculosis. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres),  4,418. 

Population  (Census  1931),  42,991. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  population,  mid  1948, 
40,180. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931)  12,019  (1948  13,848). 
Rateable  Value,  £265,921. 

Effective  Rateable  Value  (Local  Government  Act,  1948)  £248,869. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £1,002. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  Borough  are  good.  Chief 
industries  are  textile  weaving,  finishing,  and  printing,  textile  and 
general  engineering,  etc.  ♦ 


VITAL  STATISTICS  (Provisional). 


Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

340 

319 

659 

13 

18 

31 

353 

337 

690 

12 


Stillbirths  

12 

23 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  

14 

9 

23 

Deaths  (all  ages)  

276 

272 

548 

Birth  Bate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  17.1 

Stillbirths— Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still) 32.0 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  Death-rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births. 
Puerperal  & post-abortive  sepsis  Nil.  Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes  1 1.40 

1 1.40 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  33.33 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 34.9 

Illegitimate  ,,  ,,  „ illegitimate  Nil. 

Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  108 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  2 

,,  ,,  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  (all  ages)  13 

..  Other  form  of  tuberculosis  (all  ages)  1 


TOTAL  NUMBERS  OF  BIRTHS,  DEATHS,  INFANT 
DEATHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 
FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

1948 

690 

548 

23 

33.33 

1947 

710 

610 

31 

43.66 

1946 

638 

617 

25 

39.18 

1945 

570 

589 

29 

50.87 

13 


1944 

567 

564 

23 

40.56 

1943 

561 

605 

17 

30.30 

1942 

508 

556 

20 

39.37 

1941 

464 

577 

19 

40.94 

1940 

387 

681 

23 

59.43 

1939 

399 

579 

18 

45.11 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  ACCRINGTON  RESIDENTS 

DURING  1948. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

7 

6 

13 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— •• 

1 

1 

Svphilitic  Diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  

1 

2 

3 

Measles  

— 

1 

1 

Acute  Polio  myelitis  & Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  (m)  and  uterus  (f) 

4 

4 

8 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

15 

13 

28 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

10 

10 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

fi5 

27 

62 

Diabetes  

V/ 

1 

• » 
O 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

23 

47 

70 

98 

99 

(07 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System.. 

9 

7 

16 

14 


Bronchitis  

18 

10 

28 

Pneumonia  

10 

8 

18 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

3 

4 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

5 

1 

6 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

2 

3 

5 

Nephritis  

3 

2 

5 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  causes  

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  

Congenital  malformations, 

3 

3 

6 

birth  injuries,  etc. 

4 

3 

PT 

1 

Suicide  

3 

2 

5 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

1 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes  

10 

3 

13 

All  other  causes  

18 

13 

31 

276 

272 

548 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1948. 

Total  cases 
notified. 


Smallpox  — 

Scarlet  Fever  47 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous  croup)  5 


15 


Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid)  — 

Measles,  excluding  German  measles  142 

Whooping  cough  88 

Acute  pneumonia  (primary  and  influenzal)  7 


Peurperal  pyrexia  

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

Acute  poliomyelitis  

Acute  polio-encephalitis  

Encephalitis  lethargica  

Dysentery  

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  

Erysipelas  

Malaria  (contracted  in  this  country) 
(Abroad)  


Total  296 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  tlie  year  1948. 


Age  Periods 
Years. 

0 

1 


NEW  CASES. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 


2 


10 

15 


1 


1 


16 


20  ' 2 1 

25  2 5 — 1 

35  12  1 — 

45  2 2 1 

55  2 1 _ _ 

65  ancl  upwards  1 — 1 


Totals  8 15  10  0 


DEATHS. 


Age  Periods 
Years. 


0 

1 

5 

10  

15  

20  

25  

35  *. 

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

2 1 

— — 

2 3 



2 1 
1 — 

— 1 

— 1 



Totals 


6 


1 
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SUPERANNUATION  EXAMINATIONS. 

Medical  examinations  for  the  Corporation  Superannuation 
Scheme,  and  as  to  fitness  for  work,  are  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  An  arrangement  exists  by  which  these  may, 
alternatively,  be  delegated  to  his  medical  assistants  on  the 
County  Council  Divisional  Medical  Staff. 

The  following  record  is  incomplete,  as  it  includes  only 
examinations  carried  out  personally  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  period  August  to  31st  December,  1948,  but  it 
serves  as  an  index  of  the  work  done. 

For  Local  Government  Superannuation  Act....  42 

7 


For  other  purposes 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION 
AND  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1948. 


Public  Health  and  Cleansing  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

ACCRINGTON. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  my 
TWENTY-SECOND  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Borough’s 
Non-Medical  Health  Services — Sanitary  Inspectors’  activities — 
for  the  calendar  year  1948,  and  brief  comment  regarding  Public 
Cleansing  for  the  financial  year  which  ended  on  the  31st  March. 
1949. 

In  addition  to  the  presentation  of  statistical  information, 
an  endeavour  has  been  made  to  provide  useful  comment,  and 
careful  perusal  of  the  Report  by  members  of  the  Council  is 
invited. 

During  and  since  the  war  the  Department  has  been  in  a 
state  of  flux  due  to  conscription  and  resignations  of  members  of 
staff,  but  there  is  now  a possibility  of  stability  in  the  near  future. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Accrington  and  District  Gas  and 
Water  Hoard  from  upland  sources  (Reservoirs — Dean  Clough, 
Mitchell’s  House,  Burnley  Road  and  Plantation  Mill),  and  from 
underground  sources  (Altliam  Borehole  and  Rishton  Colliery). 
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All  supplies  are  passed  through  pressure  filters  and  are  chlorinated 
(Chloramine  Process).  Water  from  two  reservoirs  (Dean  Clough 
and  Mitchell's  House)  is  treated  with  lime  and  chalk  after  filtra- 
tion to  raise  the  pH  value. 

The  water  supply  is  wholesome  in  quality  but  inadequate 
in  quantity,  the  erection  of  post-war  housing  estates  having 
imposed  an  additional  burden  on  existing  supplies.  During  the 
year  ending  Hist  March,  1940,  3,418  yards  of  new  mains  to  new 
housing  estates  were  laid  by  the  Board,'  including  enlargement  of 
trunk  mains  to  such  estates.  The  number  of  houses  in  the 
Borough  which  do  not  receive  a main’s  supply  but  have  private 
■supplies,  e.g.  wells,  springs,  etc.,  is  approximately  50. 

In  addition  to  water  samples  submitted  by  the  Board  for 
examination,  one  sample  was  taken  by  the  Department  and  was 
reported  satisfactory. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  was  further  reduced 
during  the  year,  91  having  been  converted  to  the  fresh  water 
flushed  type. 

The  various  types  now  in  use  in  the  Borough  (including 
Huneoat)  are  as  follow : — 

Fresh  water  closets  7,720 

Waste  water  closets  6,279 

Pail  closets  94 

Prior  to  the  war  the  Corporation  was  carrying  out  a scheme 
for  the  gradual  conversion  of  waste  water  closets  to  the  fresh 
water  type  throughout  the  Borough,  contributions  being  made 
towards  the  cost  of  such  conversions. 

The  scheme  was  suspended  due  to  the  imposition  of  the 
Treasury  ban  on  capital  expenditure  by  local  authorities,  and 
formal  notices  to  convert  were  only  served  thenceforth  in  those 
cases  where  conversion  was  considered  absolutely  essential. 
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In  January,  1947,  application  for  borrowing  powers  was 
made  by  the  Council  to  the  Minister  of  Health  in  order  to  increase 
the  present  rate  of  conversions  in  the  Borough. 

Consent  .could  not  be  given,  however,  in  view  of  the  acute' 
shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials,  and  it  was  intimated 
that  only  conversions  which  could  be  considered  urgently 
necessary  on  public  health  grounds  should  be  undertaken. 


HOUSING  ACTS  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


The  following  Table  gives  a summarised  list  of  nuisances 
and  housing  defects  discovered  in  dwell inghouses  during  the  year 
and  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  notices. 


Internal. 

Window  frames,  etc 

Doors,  door-casings,  etc 

Skirting  boards  

Boarded  floors  

Flagged  floors  

Handrails  

Stairs  

Fireplaces  and  ranges  

Ceiling  and  wall  plaster  

Dampness  

Insufficient  light  or  ventilation 

Gas  fittings  

Water  fittings  

Lavatory  basins  and  baths  

Sinks  and  waste  pipes  

Chimney  flues  

Water  in  cellars  


Number  found  defective, 
insanitary  or  missing 

169 

72 

o 

26 

13 

12 

...* 8 

39 

215 

108 

2 

2 

1 


10 

1 
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External. 

Dustbins  and  lids  648 

Bin-shed  doors  6 

Bullies  9 

Fresh  water  closets  and  fittings  12 

Waste  water  closets  and  trough  closets...  10 

W.C.  and  coal  store  structures  45 

Drains  41 

Yard  surfaces  6 

Chimney  stacks  and  pots  5 

Eaves  gutters  32 

llain  water  pipes  * 30 

Roofs  34 

Yard  walls  and  external  brickwork  20 

Pointing  or  cement  rendering  41 


1,648 


In  addition,  blockages  were  removed  from  drains  and 
sanitarv  conveniences  at  1,640  premises. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

Traditional 
Prefabricated  Permanent 
Houses.  Houses. 

Nil.  ‘212 

Nil.  Nil. 

Nil. 


(a)  By  the  local  authority 

(b)  By  other  local  authorities 

(c)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


11 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 242 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  N12 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932...  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  35 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  240 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  246 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

/ 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  owners  1 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 


(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 


of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

> 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil. 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year 


(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


J 


No 

information 
under 
this  head. 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year  


(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 


year  ....? 1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  5 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Form  of  Notice  : — 1948. 

065 
7 


Intimation  (preliminary) 
Statutory  
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HOUSING— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


The  extent  of  the  housing  shortage  in  the  town  can  he 
judged  from  the  fact  that,  at  the  end  of  t lie  year,  there  were 
'2,481  applicants  for  Corporation  houses,  of  whom  trio  were  h'  big 
in  lodgings.  Difficulties  in  securing  housing  accommodation, 
which  have  been  encountered  by  ex-servicemen  and  others  who 
have  married  during  and  since  the  war,  have  been  accentuated 
by  tlie  post-war  inrlation  in  the  cost  of  property.  Many  rented 
houses  which  become  vacant  are  not  re-let  but  are  put  up  for 
sale,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  fulfilling  a landlord’s  obligation 
to  carry  out  repairs,  as  against  the  inflated  value  which  property 
will  realise  on  its  sale.  It  can  be  said  that  the  year  under  review 
marked  the  peak  of  soaring  post-war  property  values,  and  there- 
after a slight  decline  set  in,  although  values  still  remain  com- 
paratively high. 

Unfit  property  in  the  town,  scheduled  for  clearance  before 
the  war,  continues  to  be  reprieved  by  the  Government  owing  to 
the  general  housing  shortage  which  demands  priority  for  the 
homeless. 

Reconditioning  of  other  houses  on  a pre-war  scale  is  not 
yet  practicable  owing  to  the  continued  shortages  of  building 
labour  and  materials,  thereby  restricting  work  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts  to  immediately  essential  repairs. 
Tn  addition  to  such  shortages  the  question  of  costs  arises.  Owners, 
who  previously  endeavoured  to  keep  property  in  a good  state  of 
maintenance,  now  find  it  increasingly  difficult  to  meet  high  repair 
costs  with  preseut-dav  rentals.  Another  factor  in  causing  high 
costs  is  the  absence  of  competition,  the  demand  for  building 
labour  and  materials  greatly  exceeding  supply  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  pre-occupation  of  many  building  contractors 
with  the  construction  of  new  buildings,  and  improvements  to 
premises,  etc.,  the  Department  still  encountered  difficulties  in 
securing  the  services  of  builders  to  carry  out  repairs  deemed  to 
be  immediately  essential..  Hut  for  a nucleus  of  members  of  the 
local  building  trade  who  were  willing  or  able  to  co-operate  at  all 
times  with  the  Department,  our  difficulties  may  have  been  grave 
indeed,  especially  in  the  case  of  drainage  repairs. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  are  in  the  Borough  3 registered  common  lodging 
houses,  their  conditioh  and  conduct  being  satisfactory.  165  visits 
were  paid. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

317  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease  and  the  disinfection  of  infected  articles  and  premises. 
The  following  table  gives  details  of  disinfections  carried  out 
during  the  year. 


DISINFECTIONS. 

1948. 


Rooms  of  dwellinghouses  163 

Schools  — 

163 

Books  70 

Beds  132 

Articles  of  Bedding  639 

Articles  of  Clothing  153 

Miscellaneous  articles  10 


1004 


1 167 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

During  the  year  9 houses  were  disinfested.  Satisfactory 
results  were  obtained  bv  the  use  of  “D.D.T.”  and  the  sulphur 
fumigation  of  rooms. 
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DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

It  is  an  established  fact  that  sewers  constitute  the  main 
source  of  infestations  arising  in  surface  properties  within  the 
Borough,  rats  gaining  access  to  premises  chiefly  by  way  of 
defective  drains.  Regular  and  systematic  attacks  upon  the  sewer 
rat  have  been  proved  to  considerably  assist  in  reducing  su:  face 
infestations  to  a minimum.  It  has  therefore  become  a feature 
of  the  Department’s  activities  to  carry  out  a biannual  poison 
baiting  of  all  sewers  in  the  town.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  his  staff  two  such  maintenance  treatments 
were  carried  out  in  June  and  December,  4,974  sewer  manholes 
being  baited  during  the  periods.  Systematic  inspection  and 
treatment  of  surface  properties  for  rats  and  mice  were  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

The  methods  of  control  adopted  for 'the  Borough  were 
those  recommended  bv  the  Ministry  of  Food,  from  whom  grant- 
aid  was  available  to  the  extent  of  50%  of  the  approved  net 
expenditure  incurred. 

355  visits  were  paid  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  rodent  control  measures. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  gut  scraper  and  four  tripe  dressers  carry  on  scheduled 
offensive  trades  on  5 separate  premises.  The  eonducl  of  these 
trades  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  is  as  follows: — 


(i)  Factories  with  mechanical  power  214 

(ii)  Factories  without  mechanical  power  70 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works 
of  building  and  engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises)  Nil 
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444  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  the  conduct  of 
Factories.  In  4 instances  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention 
of  occeupiers  or  owners  to  sanitary  defects  or  nuisances,  in  all 
cases  the  remedy  being  applied  without  resorting  to  formal  action. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE. 

21  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  petroleum  spirit  and 
carbide  are  stored,  and  three  new  installations  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  were  approved  during  the  year. 


Licences  were  issued  as  follow : — 

To  store  Petroleum  Spirit 08 

To  store  Carbide  0 

To  store  Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  1 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

As  a result  of  continuing  outbreaks  of  Fowl  Pest  through- 
out the  country,  the  restrictions  on  I lie  sale,  exhibition  and 
movement  of  poultry,  which  were  imposed  during  the  previous 
vear  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  were  continued 
during  the  vear  under  review  although  no  outbreaks  occurred 
locally. 
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There  were  no  cases  of  contagious  diseases  of  animals 
reported  during  the  year,  and  no  notices  or  licences  were  issued 
by  the  Department.  31  visits  were  paid  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  movement  licences,  disinfection  notices,  etc. 


SAMPLING  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Shown  below  is  -a  Return  of  all  samples  of  food  and  drugs 
analysed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  during  the  year. 

174  visits  were  paid  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  the  sampling  of  food  and  drugs. 


Article  of 

Number 

Number 
adulterated  or 

Percentage 
adulterated  or 

food  or  drug 

analysed 

non-standard. 

non-standard. 

Milk 

68 

1 

1.5 

Sausages 

6 

2 

' 33.3 

Potted  Meat 

5 

— 

— 

Brawn 

3 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste 

3 

— 

— 

Pressed  Beef 

1 

— 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

— 

■ — 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— 

— 

Cream  of  Tart; 

tr  1 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash 

1 

— 

— 

Fruit  Sauce 

1 

— 

— 

Pilchards  and 
Tomato 

Paste  1 

Lime  .1  nice  and 

Soda  1 

— 

— 

Piccalilli 

1 

— 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

— 

— 

Boric  Acid  Ointment  1 

_ 

Liquid  Paraffin  1 

Salad  Cream  2 

Sweetening  Tablets  1 

Mustard  & Pickle  1 

Coffee  1 

Pudding  Mixture  1 

Tomato  Sauce  1 

Malted  Milk  Tablets  1 
Indian  Brandee  1 

Aspirin  Tablets  1 


• 107  :i  2. ft 


One  formal  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  be  not  up  to 
standard,  being  certified  deficient  in  non-fattv  solids  to  the  extent 
of  2.3%.  Further  samples  taken  from  the  retailer  concerned 
were  certified  satisfactory. 

One  informal  and  one  formal  sample  of  beef  sausages  were 
certified  deficient  in  meat  content  to  the  extent  of  20%  and  10% 
respectively.  Further  samples  taken  from  the  retailer  supplying 
these  sub-standard  samples  were  certified  satisfactory. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS, 

1936  to  1946. 

As  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Department  of  Pathology, 
Royal  Infirmary,  Blackburn,  undertook  to  carry  out  without 
charge  all  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk,  etc.,  the  arrange- 
ment being  made  in  conjunction  with  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  During  the  year  15  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  were  submitted  for  the  metljjffene  blue  and  phosphatase 
tests,  all  samples  being  satisfactory. 

18  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  methylene  blue  and  coliform  tests,  all  samples  except  one 
satisfving  the  tests.  The  unsatisfactory  sample  failed  both  tests 
but,  after  notifying  the  milk  producer  concerned,  further  samples 
from  the  same  source  complied  with  official  requirements 
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DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough  is  44.  of  which 
number  one  farm  is  licensed  for  the  production  of  tuberculin 
tested  milk.  Every  farm  was  visited  during  the  year,  a total  of 
376  visits  being  paid  to  cowsheds  and  dairies. 

PUB, LIC  ABATTOIRS  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Since  the  Ministry  of  Food  became  sole  tenant  of  the 
Corporation's  Abattoirs  in  Moreton  Street,  and  the  two  privately 
owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  suspended  operations,  a 
gradual  tightening  up  of  the  system  of  meat  inspection  has  taken 
place.  Carried  out  by  the  Corporation's  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  other  Assistants  specially  trained  by  them  in  the 
work,  the  present  systematic  examinations  have  received  the 
repeated  approbation  T>f  Veterinary  Supervisors  employed  by  the 
Ministry  mentioned. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  generally  realised  that  all  meat  consumed 
in  Accrington  and  district,  including  Haslingden,  Church,  Oswald- 
twistle,  liishton,  Great  Harwood  and  Clayton-le-Moors,  and 
catering  for  the  needs  of  a total  population  of  90,000,  has  passed 
through  the  Accrington  Abattoirs  and  been  examined  by  the 
Corporation’s  Inspectors  before  going  out  to  shops  in  the  area. 

All  meat  condemned  in  the  process,  along  with  the  usual 
Abattoir  wastes,  is  removed  by  the  Department's  Cleansing 
Section  to  the  Argyle  Street  Refuse  Disposal  Works,  and  there 
either  incinerated,  or  manufactured  by  mechanical  means  employ- 
ing steam  sterilisation,  into  animal  feeding  meals. 

The  numbers  of  food  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public 
Abattoirs,  together  with  the  amount  of  meat  condemned,  are  set 
out  below.  1,147  visits  were  paid  to  the  Public  Abattoirs  for  the 
purpose  of  meat  inspection. 
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TABLE  I. — Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

other  than 

and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  of  animals 

slaughtered  and 
inspected 

2285 

2082 

3540 

15406 

101 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole,  carcases 

condemned 

1 

8 

33 

26 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1365 

826 

o 

845 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected 
disease  other  than 

with 

Tuberculosis 

50.8% 

40.1% 

1.0% 

5.6% 

10.5% 

50.4% 


Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  5 78  B5  3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  233  047  0 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  10.4%  40.2%  1.0%  4.7% 

28^0% 

It  will  be  observed  from  tiie  foregoing  table  that,  out  of 
a total  of  4.367  beasts  slaughtered,  70.3%  were  affected  with 
parasitic  infection  or  disease  of  one  type  or  another,  or  were 
unsound.  28.0%  of  all  cattle  were  affected  with  tuberculosis, 
the  incidence  being  naturally  greatest  among  cows  (49.2%),  which 


statistics,  of  course,  take  no  account  of  animals  sent  to  knackers’ 
yards.  It  must  be  emphasised,  however,  that  only  a fraction  of 
these  cows  would  have  been  secreting  tubercular  milk  prior 
to  slaughter.  Figures  such  as  these  are  quite  general  through- 
out the  country,  and  represent  a considerable  loss  of  food,  which 
would  otherwise  be  available  for  human  consumption  if  it  were  in 
sound  condition.  83  bovine  carcases  were  condemned  on  account 
of  generalised  tuberculosis  as  against  128  during  the  previous 
year. 

Post-mortem  examinations  of  many  of  the  affected  animals, 
carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoirs,  reveal  an  advanced  stage  of 
the  disease.  A shrewd  diagnosis,  or  even  a suspicion,  of  an 
animal  s condition  while  alive  would  not  seem  to  be  beyond  the 
capabilities  of  an  intelligent  stock-breeder,  when  such  animal  is 
in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  Beasts  are  received  at  the 
Public  Abattoirs  which  are  obviously  emaciated  or  are  displaying 
apparent  symptoms  of  tuberculosis  before  slaughter. 

The  owner  of  an  animal  which  is,  or  appears  to  be,  infected 
with  certain  tuberculous  conditions  is  required  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Orders,  1938  and  1946,  to  notify  the  fact  to  the  appropriate 
Authority,  but  such  notifications  are  relatively  infrequent  when 
one  considers  the  widespread  incidence  of  the  disease.  These 
Orders,  however,  aim  tit  the  elimination  of  those  animals  which 
are  the  main  source  of  danger  to  human  beings  and  other  animals, 
rather  than  at  the  complete  eradication  of  the  disease.  More 
systematic  routine  inspection  of  live  cattle  by  veterinarians  would 
overcome  to  some  extent  some  of  the  defects  of  the  Orders. 

Successful  eradication  campaigns  have  been  undertaken  in 
America  and  Penmark,  which  have  shown  a marked  reduction 
in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  animal  population  of  those 
countries,  but  there  are  certain  serious  obstacles  to  be  overcome 
before  any  such  radical  progress  could  be  made  in  this  country. 
In  the  meantime,  regular  and  systematic  clinical  examination  of 
herds  by  veterinary  surgeons,  when  the  profession  is  in  a position 
to  engage  in  this,  would  succeed  in  detecting  many  early  cases, 
and  prevent  cattle  from  arriving  at  the  slaughterhouses  in  such 
condition  that  it  is  almost  possible  to  condemn  them  before  post- 
mortem examination  is  carried  out. 


TABLE  II. — Conditions  Necessitating  Condemnation  of 
Whole  Carcases  and  Organs. 


Cattle 
other  than 

Diseases  Cows 

Generalised  Tuberculosis  5 

Septic  Diseases  1 

Fever  — 

General  Dropsy  and 
Emaciation 

General  Bruising 
Moribundity 

Jaundice  — 

Immaturity  — 

Generalised  Carcinomata  ■ — 

Total  6 


Sheep 

and 

Cows  Calves  Lambs  Bigs 
78  35  — 3 

4 18  — 3 

2 — 23  1 

3 2 — 

2 

— 10  — — 

,36  63  26  7 


TABLE  III  — Comparison  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Offals. 


Weigi 

lits  of  Conden 

ined  Meat 

and  Offals. 

1948 

1947 

Meat 

Offal 

Meat 

Offal 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

62,401 

23,530 

87,055 

35.517 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

10,834 

61,726 

17,618 

51,481 

Total  Home  Killed 

73,235 

90,306 

104,673 

86,998 

Add  Imported 

2,022 

Nil. 

2,380 

270 

75,257  90,306  107,053  87,263 


Total  Weight 
Condemned 
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INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

1,079  visits  were  paid  to  miscellaneous  food  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  examination  of  food  and  inspection  of  premises.  In  no 
instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  seizure  of  un- 
sound food,  all  being  surrendered  voluntarily.  The  articles  of 
food  which  were  given  up  for  destruction  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  as  follow : — 


Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods 

Bacon  and  Ham  

Chicken  

Sausages  

Fish  

Butter  

Cheese  

Assorted  Sweets  

Cauliflowers  

Oatflakes  

Pearl  Barley  

Becona  

Slab  Cake  

Split  Peas  

Dried  Fruits  

Pears  

Oranges  

Walnuts  

Sausage  Rusk  

Dessert  Mould  

Pudding  Mixture  

Self  Raising  Flour  

Pickles  

Jam  

Plums  

Sauce  

< reese  


Chicken  Sandwiches 

Meat  Pies  . 

Fish  Rolls  


5,402  tins 
14  lbs. 

17 

10 

700  ,, 

55  „ 

19  „ 

68  „ 
4,088  „ 

30  „ 

5 

5 „ 

432  ,, 

32  „ 

94  ,, 

46  „ 

500  ,, 

6 ., 

112  „ 

30  pkts. 
14  ,, 

10  ,, 


50  jars 


8 bottles 
o 

60 

80 

57 

24 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 


The  subject  of  hygienic  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of 
foodstuff  is  of  vital  importance  both  to  the  Department  and  to 
every  inhabitant  of  the  town.  During  the  year  much  good  work 
has  been  done  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  this  field  of  operations, 
and,  as  we  do  not  intend  to  adopt  a policy  of  laissez-faire  in  this 
direction,  such  work  will  be  continued  to  our  utmost  capacity. 
It  should  be  unnecessary  to  have  to  instruct  those  engaged  in 
handling  foodstuffs  in  the  elementary  rules  of  hygiene,  but,  un- 
fortunately, habits  die  hard.  These  remarks  are  not  confined  to 
this  town  alone  as  the  problem  is  a national  one,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  conscientious  trader  is  prejudiced  by  the 
reputation  of  the  trader  of  less  cleanly  habits. 

Food  poisoning  is  a direct  consequence  of  bacterial  con- 
tamination of  food,  and  many  outbreaks  throughout  the  country 
could  be  prevented  by  the  observance  of  reasonable  hygienic 
precautions  by  the  trader,  his  employees  and  the  consumer. 
Infection  is  usually  caused  by  germs  derived  from  the  intestines, 
nose  and  throat,  and  cuts,  boils,  etc.,  on  the  hands.  Prevention 
is  largely  a matter  of  forming  clean  habits — washing  the  hands 
after  visiting  the  toilet,  avoidance  of  coughing  and  sneezing  near 
food,  and  keeping  sores  and  cuts  properly  protected — and  also 
taking  all  precautions  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  contamination 
by  Hies,  etc. 

Owners  of  food  establishments  should  regard  their  premises 
with  the  same  meticulous  attention  to  detail  which  they  should 
demand  in  their  homes.  Regular  painting  and  decoration  is  done 
in  the  home  for  its  aesthetic  effect  upon  the  occupants,  and  no 
less  consideration  should  lie  given  by  such  owners  to  their 
employees  and  customers.  It  is  no  rare  occurrence  to  find  the 
shop  window  most  attractively  arranged,  while  the  rear  portion, 
where  preparation  of  food  takes  place,  suffers  in  contrast.  Small 
establishments  can  be  made  just  as  pleasing  to  the  eye  as  the 
larger  ones  by  the  exercise  of  a little  ingenuity  and  effort.  Clean, 
bright  and  airv  rooms  have  an  immeasurably  favourable  reaction 
psychologically  on  employees,  which  can  only  be  favourable  to 
the  employer.  The  habit  of  smoking  while  handling  food  is  to 
be  strongly  deprecated,  and  should  be  strictly  prohibited  in  food 
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establishments.  Inflation  of  paper  bags  by  the  bleat!)  and  detach- 
ing wrapping  papers  with  moistened  fingers  should  not  be  toler- 
ated. Food  should  be  protected  from  flies,  mice,  etc,  sit  all  times. 
Sucli  comments  apply  to  the  home  of  the  consumer  in  addition 
to  places  of  sale,  etc. 

The  heterogenous  collection  of  vehicles  employed  for  the 
sale  of  food,  including  ice-cream,  on  the  streets  would  reflect 
more  credit  on  the  town  if  greater  efforts  were  made  by  the 
vendors  concerned  to  make  such  vehicles  more  attractive  in 
appearance,  while  at  the  same  time  observing  scrupulous  clean- 
liness in  regard  to  the  person  and  his  apparel.  White  overalls 
and  the  liberal  use  of  washing  facilities  are  the  best  advertise- 
ment for  increasing  sales,  as  well  as  satisfying  hygienic  tastes. 

To  paraphrase  a well-known  motto,  the  slogan  in  food 
establishments,  and  in  the  home,  should  be  “Keep  Death  off  the 
Food ! ’ ’ 


CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OP  REFUSE. 

Year  Ending  31st  March,  1949. 

REFUSE  DEALT  WITH. 


House  and  Shop  Refuse  Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

Horses:  Accrington  1738  1 1 

FTuncoat  (to  Tips)  422  O 0 

Motors  6973  6 2 


Total  of  Domestic  Refuse  Yield...  9133  7 3 

Clinker  from  Schools,  etc. 

Horses : Accrington  only  602  5 0 

Market  Refuse 

Tons  cwt.  qrs. 

176  1 0 

18  6 1 


Horses 

Motors 


194 


t 


1 


Fish  and  Trade  Refuse  from  Shops 


Tons  cwt.  qrs. 


Horses  

403 

5 0 

Motors  

14 

it  0 

Miscellaneous  

12 

14  o 

430 

8 

0 

Total  Weight. 

of  Refuse  Collected. 

10360 

8 

0 

Refuse  taken 

to  Tips  

1748 

2 

0 

Refuse  dealt  with 

at  Disposal 

Works... 

8612 

6 

0 

MISCELLANEOUS  DATA. 


1948-49  1947-48 

1.  Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  10,360.4  9,389.2 

2.  Population  40,180  39,110 

3.  Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population 

per  day  14.13  13.12 

4.  “"Method  of  Collection:  — 

Horse-drawn  vehicles  32.3%  41.7% 

Motor  vehicles  67.7%  58.3% 

5.  Method  of  disposal  : — 

Salvage,  Incineration  & Utilisation  83.1%  82.5% 

Tipping  16.9%  17.5% 

6.  Number  of  dry  ashpits  Nil.  Nil. 

7.  Number  of  dustbins  14,447  14,214 


*A  comparison  of  the  percentage  tonnages  collected  by  horse- 
drawn  and  motor  vehicles  illustrates  the  further  progress  made 
during  the  current  year  in  the  mechanisation  of  refuse  collection 
services.  A still  greater  displacement  of  horse-drawn  transport 
will  become  evident  during  the  year  1949-50. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 
SALES. 

Year  Ended  31st  March,  1949. 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

.£  s.  a 

t W aste  Paper  

. 484 

O 

2 

(Textiles  

45 

15 

2 

Compressed  Destructor  Scrap.. 

. 311 

O 

0 

Scrap  Iron  

36 

4 

0 

Lime  Mortar  

. 1598 

4 

2 

Household  Bones  

4 

14 

0 

Boiled  Swill  

. 1060 

10 

1 

Feeding  Meal  

24 

13 

0 

Fish  Offal  

51 

0 

o 

8163  6 11 

Value  of  Steam  sold  to  adjoining 

Electricity  Under t akin 

& 

800  0 0 

£8963  6 11 


*An  Incentive  Bonus  Payment  Scheme  in  respect  of  Waste 
Paper  and  Textiles  was  operative  from  1st  April.  1948, 
employees  concerned  with  the  collection  of  such  materials 
receiving  50%  of  receipts  from  sales  in  excess  of  a basic  figure. 
The  result  of  the  Scheme  has  been  to  increase  the  combined 
tonnages  of  \\  aste  Paper  and  Textiles  collected  and  sold  from 
280  tons,  17  cuts,  2 qrs.  in  the  year  15)47-48,  to  529  tons,  16 
cwts.  0 qrs.  in  the  current  year. 

In  terms  of  cash,  this  means  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
sum  of  £763  IMs.  (id.  had  been  distributed  among  the  Depart- 
ment's employees,  the  Corporation  having  benefited  bv  an 
equal  amount. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION— DISTRICT  EFFICIENCY. 


DISTRICT: 


* 

Spring 
Hill  Si 
Higher 
Antley 

West 

and 

North 

North 
Si  Peel 
Peel 

East 

and 

South 

Centre 

Total  oraptvinprs  

130.682 

112,108 

140,059 

149,109 

83,616 

Total  tonnage  

1.817.50 

1,653.80 

1,794.44 

2,119.64 

1 ,292.09 

Bins  per  man  per  hour  

14 

14 

15 

16 

12 

Weight  per  man  per  hour... 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

(excluding  weight  of  bin) 

437 

457 

439 

517 

423 

Weight  per  bin  (lbs.)  

32 

33 

29 

33 

34 

No.  of  bins  for  District 

2,996 

3,136 

3.555 

2.581 

1,790 

Frequency  of  emptyings  ... 

44 

36 

39 

58 

47 

Note. — During  the  year  one  horse-drawn  refuse  collection  vehicle  was 
displaced  by  a motor  vehicle,  necessitating  re-organisation  of  collection 
services.  The  last  of  the  horse-drawn  vehicles  engaged  on  domestic 
refuse  collection  in  built-np  areas  will  become  redundant  during  the 
year  1949/50,  and  fulfilment  of  the  policy  of  complete  mechanisation  of 
such  services  will  have  been  achieved. 


VEHICLE  PERFORMANCE  TABLE. 


Vehicle 

Purchased 

Actual 

hours 

worked 

Re- 

pairs 

Clean- 

ing 

% 

Hours 

Runn- 

ing 

Hours 

Holi- 

days 

Hours 
rained 
off  etc. 

S.  and  D. 
TE  9389 

September 

11120 

1164? 

7 

25 

97  3 

116) 

i?1230) 

Dennis  1 
ATC  439 

September 

1935 

2347? 

491, 

27 

96.8 

136) 

29 

Dennis  2 
BTI)  2*2 

November 

1946 

1 866 1 

x561 j 

39 

75.4 

85) 

28) 

Dennis  3 
KTE  269 

Novell  iher 
1939 

2.363) 

58) 

49 

95.4 

86.) 

23) 

Dennis  4 
FTJ  18 

November 

1945 

2350) 

8) 

50 

97.5 

135? 

36? 

Dennis  5 
JTD  464 

May 

1948 

2009 

— 

43 

97.9 

68? 

36? 

Ka  trier  1 
FTD  769 

January 

1944 

2340 

140) 

49 

92.5 

26 

21? 

Karrier  2 
JTF  386 

September 

1948 

1238) 

— 

29 

97.7 

— 

134.) 

Total 

15679.) 

824) 

311 

93.2 

664? 

1540) 

§On  delivery  of  new  vehicles  the  S.  and  D.  Freighter  was  taken  off 
the  road  to  await  complete  overhaul  and  reconditioning  in  the 
following  year. 
xC'ornplete  overhaul. 


QUANTITATIVE  (SEASONAL)  REFUSE  ANALYSIS:  ACCRINGTON  (EXCLUDING  HUNCOAT). 
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From  27th  September,  1948,  a reduction  of  the  normal 
working  week  from  47  to  44  hours  became  applicable  to  employees 
of  the  Department,  and  the  five-day  week  was  adopted  as  the 
most  satisfactory  way  of  applying  the  reduced  working  week  to 
satisfy  the  particular  needs  of  the  Department.  After  effecting 
the  necessary  re-organisation  of  services,  the  new  conditions 
operated  smoothly  during  the  first  winter. 

It  is  my  considered  opinion  that  manual  cleansing  of  streets 
should  be  reduced  to  a minimum  on  the  grounds  of  economy  and 
efficiency.  For  some  time  now  there  has  been  considerable 
difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  labour  for  street  cleansing,  and  the 
available  street  cleansing  staff  has  also  had  to  cope  with  additional 
roads  on  completed  post-war  housing  estates.  Estimated  wages 
for  street  cleansing  for  the  year  1949/50  are  £5,250,  as  compared 
with  actual  wages  of  £2,898  in  1938/39.  Mechanised  sweeping 
and  collecting  vehicles  are  on  the  market  which  combine 
efficiency  with  economy,  and  which  can  be  said  to  be  more  in 
accord  with  modem  cleansing  practice,  indicating  also  better  civic 
psychology,  than  completely  manual  systems.  Accrington  has 
a reputation  for  clean  streets,  notwithstanding  a total  absence  of 
litter  receptacles,  which  can  only  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
is  a civic-minded  public. 

Modernisation  of  cleansing  services  has  proceeded  during 
the  year  by  the  further  mechanisation  of  refuse  collection  and  the 
displacement  of  horse-drawn  transport. 

The  Department’s  main  problem,  which  awaits  final 
determination,  is  the  future  method  of  disposal  of  Accrington’s 
domestic  refuse.  Plant  and  machinery  at  the  Refuse  Disposal 
and  Salvage  Works,  obsolete  and  worn-out  after  25  years’  con- 
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tin  nous  service,  culls  for  I lie  expenditure  of  .1  considerable  amount 
of  money  if  modernisation  is  to  be  effected.  The  matter  is  further 
complicated  by  the  restricted  amount  of  accessible  land  for 
tipping  available  within  the  Borough  boundary. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman,  Vice- 
Chairman,  members  of  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Committee,  the 
Town  Clerk  and  other  colleague  officials,  along  with  all  members 
of  the  staff,  for  their  usual  encouragement  and  valuable  assistance 
during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  A.  HINDLE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


